THE  INTERMEDIATE YEARS

dren on the other, your order " to horse " struck me as a
discordant note.    I have become indolent, weary, and dis-
pirited since I lost my foundation of good health.    But
to business !    As to the homage quarrel, I scarcely under-
stand how it can have become so important for both sides.
There is not the least doubt in my own mind that the
King does nothing repugnant to the constitution in ac-
cepting the homage in the traditional manner.    He has
the right to receive homage from each individual among
his subjects, and from every corporation in the land, when-
ever and wherever he pleases, and if any one denies my
sovereign a right which he is willing and able to exercise,
I feel myself bound to assert it, even though I am not
convinced of the practical importance of its exercise.    In
accordance with this view I telegraphed to Schlieffen that
I consider the "title of possession," on the basis of which
a new ministry is to be established, as lawful, and regard
the refusal of the other party and the importance it at-
taches to preventing the act of homage as mere doctrinaire
ill-temper.    When I added that I " am not acquainted with
the lie of the rest of the property " I did not mean by that
the persons and capacities with whom we should have to
do business, but rather the programme on the basis of
which we should have to work.    Therein, in my opinion,
lies the difficulty.    My impression is that the chief fault of
our policy hitherto has been this: it has been liberal in Prus-
sia and conservative in foreign parts; we have esteemed the
rights of our King too cheaply and those of foreign princes
too highly.    This is a natural result of the dualism between
the constitutional tendencies of the ministers and the
legitimist direction which the personal will of his Majesty

gave our foreign policy.    I should not easily make up
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